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Common Schools Movement
Abstract
The common schools movement was the effort to fund schools in every community with public dollars, and is
thus heralded as the start of systematic public schooling in the United States. The movement was begun by
Horace Mann, who was elected secretary of the newly founded Massachusetts Board of Education in 1837.
Mann and other reformers argued that schools were necessary to inculcate nonsectarian Christian moral
values and to educate every citizen to participate in a democracy. This dual mission is sometimes known as the
common school movement's “Protestant-republican” ideology. The common schools movement advanced
other progressive ideals popular at the time, and was adopted by other states throughout the rest of the 1800s.
Schools were free, locally funded and governed, regulated to some degree by the state, and open to all White
children.
Disciplines
Curriculum and Social Inquiry | Education | Education Economics | Education Policy
Comments
This chapter is from Marshall, J. M. (2012). Common schools movement. In J. A. Banks (Ed.), Encyclopedia
of diversity in education. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage. doi: 10.4135/9781452218533.n131. Posted with
permission.
This book chapter is available at Iowa State University Digital Repository: http://lib.dr.iastate.edu/edu_pubs/67
1Gilbert, Lisa A [LIB]
From: permissions (US) <permissions@sagepub.com>
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 3:10 PM
To: Gilbert, Lisa A [LIB]
Cc: Craft, Hope C [LIB]
Subject: RE: Permissions Request
 
 
Hello Lisa, 
 
Thank you for your request. When posting material from SAGE encyclopedias, we have certain requirements 
on the use, as shown below. 
  
For the entries listed below you can consider this email as permission to post the material as detailed below in 
your repository proivided they meet the listed requirements. Please note that this permission does not cover 
any 3rd party material that may be found within the work. You must properly credit the original source and 
provide a link to the encyclopedia that goes to our website.  Distributing, reselling, or any repurposing of the 
content is not allowed. The content can only reside in the repository of the requesting institution. SAGE 
material is not to be used for commercial MOOCs or any other commercial purposes without permission. 
Please contact us for any further usage or questions. 
  
Requirements: 
-Requests are limited to three entries per contributor per volume. The entry’s contributor must be affiliated with 
the institution requesting permission. 
  
-There is a 12-month embargo (from the month of publication) for posting to an open-access institutional 
repository. 
  
-The content should be going into the contributors’ university’s official repository (required for tenure, etc.) or, if 
they don’t have one, the repository that the university specifies for that purpose. 
  
-Any use must include prominent presentation of SAGE’s copyright and use restrictions. 
 
 
All the Best, 
Yvonne 
-- 
Yvonne McDuffee 
Rights Coordinator 
SAGE Publications Inc. 
2455 Teller Road 
Thousand Oaks, CA 91320 
 
 
www.sagepublishing.com 
 
Los Angeles | London | New Delhi 
Singapore | Washington DC | Melbourne 
 
 
The natural home for authors, editors & societies 
 
2 
From: Gilbert, Lisa A [LIB] [mailto:lgilbert@iastate.edu]  
Sent: Monday, October 30, 2017 10:19 AM 
To: permissions (US) <permissions@sagepub.com> 
Cc: Craft, Hope C [LIB] <hmitchel@iastate.edu> 
Subject: Permissions Request 
 
Dear Permissions Specialist:    
      
I work for the Iowa State University Library and I have been working with Dr. Joanne M. Marshall to get their scholarship 
deposited in our institutional repository, Iowa State University Digital Repository. Dr. Marshall is a contributing author to 
the below publications and I am writing for permission to deposit portions of their work in our repository.     
   
 Marshall, J. M. (2012). New England primer. In J. A. Banks (Ed.), Encyclopedia of diversity in education. Thousand 
Oaks, CA: Sage 
 
 Marshall, J. M. (2012). Common schools movement. In J. A. Banks (Ed.), Encyclopedia of diversity in education. 
Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage 
 
 Marshall, J. M. (2007). Jim Wallis. In G. L. Anderson & K. G. Herr (Eds.), Encyclopedia of activism and social justice 
(pp. 1447‐1448). Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage 
 
 Marshall, J. M. (2007). Protestantism. In G. L. Anderson & K. G. Herr (Eds.), Encyclopedia of activism and social 
justice (pp. 1174‐1176). Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage 
 
 Marshall, J. M. (2006). School reform. In F. English (Ed.), Encyclopedia of educational leadership and 
administration (Vol. 2, pp. 856‐860). Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage 
 
 Marshall, J. M. (2006). Social capital. In F. English (Ed.), Encyclopedia of educational leadership and 
administration (Vol. 2, pp. 934‐936). Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage 
   
Iowa State University Digital Repository is a non‐commercial institutional repository that provides access to the 
scholarship of Iowa State University’s faculty, students and staff. This scholarship is made available for personal, 
educational and research use. All publications deposited in the repository are described with complete bibliographic 
information for the original publication and includes an explicit statement identifying the date and owner of copyright.   
     
Please let me know if we have permission to deposit their publications in our repository. I look forward to hearing from 
you.     
 
Lisa Gilbert 
Digital Repository Assistant 
204 Parks Library 
Iowa State University 
Ames, IA  50011 
 
